Why Geography Matters – Harm de Blij
Chapter 5: The Future Geography of Human Population
	Part I:
	THE GLOBAL SPIRAL

	
	a)  How long did it take for world’s population to reach 1 billion people?  

b)  According to the author, when will the world reach 8 billion people?

c)  World population started to grow rapidly after death rates started to decline.  What factors
      were involved in the decline of crude death rates (CDRs)?



	Part II:
	NATURAL INCEASE IN REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE

	
	Use the map on page 94 (Fig.5-1) to answer the following questions.
a) In what region(s) of the world is population either not growing or declining

b) What regions show the fastest growth in population?



	Part III:
	THE CONSEQUENCES FOR EUROPE

	
	a) What problems will Europe encounter as its population continues to shrink in the future?
b) How might Europeans solve this problem?



	Part IV:
	PATTERNS OF THE FUTURE
a) Which are growing at a faster rate…Less Developed (poor) OR More Developed (rich)

countries?
b)  According to Cohen’s research, where will the populations of these LDCs live by 2030?



	Part V:
	Will the World’s Population Stabilize?
a)  Why does the author of this article NOT answer his question posed in the section’s title?



	Part VI:
	The Global Population Map Today
a) Where are the 3 largest population clusters on the Eurasian continent?
b) Name at least 3 “empty” places where one would find few people.


	Part VII:
	Population and Politics
a) According to de Blij, why would it be in the United States’ best interest to help developing countries control their population growth…especially in Latin America?



	Part VIII:
	Population and Environment
a) Give at least 3 historical examples of how humans have negatively influenced the environment.



	Part IX:
	The Penalty of Poverty
a) Why are AIDS cases highest on the African continent?

b) What is other major problem confronting many Sub-Saharan African countries today?


	Part X:
	Momentous Transition
a) Who was Malthus and what did he believe would happen as a result of population growth?

b) Does the author believe that lower birth rates and more people living in cities (urbanization) will stop the destruction of our natural environment?  Why?

c) What problems will nations have to deal with as their populations shrink and become older?


	
	


