The Power of Place – Harm de Blij Chapter 2: The Imperial Legacy of Language  NAME:_____________________________
	Part I:
	INTRODUCTION

	
	a) Your text says that world languages number somewhere between 2000-4000.  This chapter puts the total number of languages closer to 7000.  Explain why this number varies so much.

b) Approximately how many languages go extinct every year?  

c)  Why might it be difficult to save or at least document these fading languages?

d)  Explain what de Blij means when he says, “On the inhabitants of the global core as well as the 
      periphery, language confers advantage and imposes liability”. 



	Part II:
	EARLY DIFFUSION, LATER DISPUTES

	
	a) What historic event began an overall trend toward fewer and fewer languages being spoken?
b) Who was Joseph Greenberg and what did his research basically say?



	Part III:
	LANGUAGES GLOBAL AND LOCAL

	
	a) Give reasons why the Sun never sets on the English-speaking world today.
b) According to the map on pages 36-37, on which continents are languages in the Indo-
     European family primarily being spoken?

c) Why is the claim that Mandarin is China’s national language a bit misleading?

d) How has the Chinese media (especially television) attempted to solve this problem?


	Part IV:
	ASCENT TO ENGLISH
a) Explain the advantage native people had/have that could/can speak a lingua franca like English, French, Spanish or Portuguese in regions that had been colonized by Europeans.  
b) Why might people born in remote areas of Africa, Asia, or the Americas be at an economic disadvantage in the global society of today?


	Part V:
	THE CHANGING TEMPLATE?
a) Why does de Blij believe hybrid languages like “Chinglish” and “Singlish” will develop at an ever increasing rate?  

b) Why will most of this mixing of languages take place in large urban areas?
c) How do many African and Asian languages differ from Indo-European languages? (pp.44-45)


	Part VI:
	THE FUTURE PLAYING FIELD
a) Unlike English, why has the Japanese language been able to resist hybridization and change?
b) Why does de Blij believe that the number of people speaking Standard English will decline throughout this century?

c) Explain why English-only speakers may find themselves at a disadvantage in the future.




