AP Human Geography


Name: __________________________  Period: ______
Population Migration to the U.S.

Introduction 

The United States is known as "a nation of immigrants." It has always had a large foreign-born population, but this population total has now reached an all-time high. The estimate in 2000 was 31.1 million people. During the peak immigration years of the early 20th century, the number of foreign-born residents was only about 20 million people, although as a percent of total population the foreign-born were 14.7 percent in 1910, compared with 11.1 percent in 2000.

Instructions

Refer to the current Yearbook for Immigration Statistics at http://www.dhs.gov/ximgtn/statistics to complete this assignment.

1. Look at Table 1.  Use the data in this table to construct a simple line graph showing the flow of immigrants to the United States since 1820.

a)  Describe the pattern of immigration from 1820 to the present.

b)  What might account for the peaks and valleys in the graph?

2. Look at Table 2.  Note that this table provides statistics for immigrants from major world regions by decade.  Construct a series of bar graphs, one for each decade including the six major world regions listed in the table.

a)  What was the main source of immigrants in the 19th century?

b)  What changes in immigration source regions have occurred in the last several decades?

c)  What might account for the shift in immigration source regions?

d)  How might this shift in source regions affect the composition of the United States population?

3. Look at Table 3.  Scan the data for the most recent year to identify the top 15 countries for immigration to the United States.  Locate and shade these countries on a world map.  Label each country and connect it to the United States with a colored arrow.  Label each arrow with the number of immigrants who arrived.  

a)  Consider the major immigration source countries.  What conditions in these countries might 

      account for the numbers of people leaving?

4. Look at Table 11.  Scan the data for the most recent year in this table to identify the top 10 destination states for immigrants.  Locate and shade these states on a map of the United States.  Label the number of immigrants arriving in each state.

a)  What characteristics do these top destination state’s share?  Why are they so attractive to 

      immigrants?

b)  How does a large immigrant population affect the cultural landscape of the places in which they 

      settle?
