Directions:  Choose the best answer for each of the following questions.  Speaking of questions, have you ever wondered why you get the summers off from school, well wonder no more… It’s commonly believed that school kids started taking summers off in the 19th century so they’d have time to work on the farm. Nice as that story is, it isn’t true. Summer vacation has little to do with tilling fields and more to do with sweaty, rich city kids playing hooky and their sweaty, rich parents.  Before the Civil War, farm kids never had summers off. They went to school during the hottest and coldest months and stayed home during the spring and fall, when crops needed to be planted and harvested. Meanwhile, city kids hit the books all year long—summers included. In 1842, Detroit’s academic year lasted 260 days!  But as cities got denser, they got hotter. Endless lanes of brick and concrete transformed urban blocks into kilns, thanks to the “urban heat island effect.” That’s when America’s swelling middle and upper class families started hightailing it to the cooler countryside. And that caused a problem. School attendance wasn’t mandatory back then, and classrooms were being left half-empty each summer. Something had to give.  Legislators, in one of those if-you-can’t-beat-‘em-join-‘em moments, started arguing that kids should get summers off anyway. It helped that, culturally, leisure time was becoming more important. With the dawn of labor unions and the eight-hour workday, working adults were getting more time to themselves than ever before. Advocates for vacation time also argued (incorrectly) that the brain was a muscle, and like any muscle, it could suffer injuries if overused. From there, they argued that students shouldn’t go to school year-round because it could strain their brains. To top it off, air conditioning was decades away, and city schools during summertime were miserable, half-empty ovens. So by the turn of the century, urban districts had managed to cut about 60 schooldays from the most sweltering part of the year. Rural schools soon adopted the same pattern so they wouldn’t fall behind. Business folks obviously saw an opportunity here. The summer vacation biz soon ballooned into what is now one of the country’s largest billion-dollar industries.

1)  Which of the following are major natural resources of Mexico? (choose all that apply)
A. Gold

B. Oil
C. Natural Gas
D. Coal
2)  The climate in Mexico can be described as:
A. Dry and hot throughout Mexico
B. Humid and tropical throughout Mexico
C. Dry and hot in the South and Humid and tropical in the North
D. Dry and hot in the North and Humid and tropical in the South
3)  Which of the following was not one of the three indigenous groups of Mexico?
A. Aimorés
B. Olmecs
C. Aztecs
D. Mayans
4)  What does the Green in the Mexican Flag represent?
A.  Prosperity
B.  Pride and Purity
C.  Angels watching over Mexico
D.  Victory and Hope
5)  What symbol can be found on the Mexican flag and what does it represent?
A.  A snake wrapped around a cactus with an eagle in its mouth;  symbolizes the fighting spirit of Mexico
B. An eagle perched on a cactus eating a snake; symbolizes the birth of the Aztec capital (modern day Mexico City)
C. A snake eating a cactus;  symbolizes the rebellion from Spain
D. An eagle riding a snake with a cactus in the background;  symbolizes the migration of indigenous groups from Mexico
6)  What was the capital of the Aztecs?
A.  Chichen Itza
B. Tenochtitlan
C. Dzibilchaltun
D. Tulum

7)  The picture above is representative of which Mexican culture?
A. Spanish

B. Olmecs

C. Aztecs

D. Mayans
8)  In approximately what year was Mexico conquered by Spain? 
A. 1329
B. 1429
C. 1521
D. 1789
9)  Mexico was one of the first countries to rebel against Spain… In what year did they start the rebellion?
A. 1810
B. 1834
C. 1879
D. 1901
10)  General Santa Ana is known for all of the following events except:
A. Dictator of Mexico
B. Lost the Republic of Texas
C. General during the Battle of the Alamo
D. Over threw the Spanish government
11)  What is the population of Mexico?
A. 33 million
B. 116 million
C. 256 million
D. 316 million
12)  The largest city in the U.S. is New York City with a population of 18 million.  What is the population of Mexico city?
A. 4 million
B. 14 million
C. 22 million
D. 56 million
13)  The two most powerful cartels in Mexico are the ______________ which controls the ___________ side of Mexico and the _________________ which controls the _________________ side of Mexico.
A. Sinaloa; East; Los Zetas; West
B.  Sinaloa; West; Los Zetas; East
C. Sinaloa; North; Los Zetas; South
D. Sinaloa; South; Los Zetas; North
14)  This group has been the primary group leading Mexico since 1929 until they lost the election in 2000:
A.  National Action Party
B.  Party of the Democratic Revolution
C.  Convergence Party
D.  Institutional Revolutionary Party
15)  The current drug policy endorsed by the Mexican government encourages:
A.  Destroy the leadership of Cartels
B.  Stop people from joining gangs
C.  If you can’t beat them, join them!
D.  Arrest the low level dealers to stop the distribution
16) The overall literacy rate of Mexico is:
A. 56%
B. 68%
C. 86%
D. 99%
17)  What is the average life expectancy of MALES in Mexico?
A. Less than Cuba’s
B. More than America’s 
C. Less than America’s but lower than Cuba
D. More than Both America and Cuba
18)  The infant mortality rate in Mexico is _____________ death for every 1000 births.
A.  1
B.  4
C.  6
D. 16
19)  The patron saint of Mexico is ___________________.
A.  Virgin of Guadelupe
B.  The Virgin Mary
C.  Both A and B; since they are the same person
D.  None of the above
20)  Who is the current leader of Mexico?
A. Miguel Hildalgo
B. Andres Obrador
C. Joaquín Guzmán
D. Enrique Nieto
21)  What does the term ‘mestizo’ mean? 
A.  North American
B.  Mixed raced
C.  Native Mexican
D.  Cold soup
22)  Which of the following groups have traditionally held power in Mexico?
A. People of pure Spanish heritage
B. People of pure native Mexican Heritage
C. People of mixed racial/ethnic background
D. No group has traditional been more powerful than the others
23)  The main religion in Mexico is __________________ and is about _______________ of the population.
A.  Catholic; 42%
B. Presbyterian; 95%
C. Baptist; 87%
D. Roman Catholic; 77%
24)  What percentage of the Mexican population is of mixed races/ethnicities?
A. 20%
B. 40%
C. 60%
D. 80%
25)  What is the #1 problem that faces Mexico?
A.  Drug use
B.  Corruption
C.  Lack of resources
D.  Illegal taxis
26)  When translated, the term ‘gringo’ means:
A.  Foreigner
B.  Native Mexican
C.  Breakfast
D.  Dinner
27)  In Mexico culture it is important that men _______________________.
A.  Allow women to participate
B.  Farm
C.  Demonstrate machismo.
D.  Teach children to respect nature
28)  In N. Mexico you are more like to see people wear ______________ and in S. Mexico you are more likely to see people wear__________________.
A.  Jeans; Cowboy hats
B.  Shorts; Jeans
C.  Cowboy hats; Guayabera
D.  Guayabera; Cowboy hats
29)  After receiving food from a food stand in Mexico, you should:
A.  Quickly walk away to allow others to order
B.  Keep talking to the cook
C.  Rinse your food with tap water
D.  Stay and eat your food
30)  In Mexico, you are more likely to find larger families in:
A. Urban areas
B. Rural areas
C. Both A and B
D. All families in Mexico are small families
31)  True (A)/ False (B):  In Mexico, families are seen as somewhat important but are rarely seen eating meals together.
32)  True (A)/ False (B):  The oldest male child is often favored in the Mexican Culture.
33)  Often times one member of a Mexican family will migrate away from home, then send money back to their family in Mexico.  This is known as __________________.
A.  Remittances
B.  Polisarios
C.  Borracho
D. Compliances
34)  Which of the following is NOT TRUE of the typical Mexican House.
A. Typically made of adobe bricks
B.  The lawn usually has lots of hanging plants
C.  Usually the house is built all at once
D.  Houses are simple and box like
35)  Which of the following is true of dating in Mexico:
A.  Dates are set up by parents
B.  To show deep devotion; a suitor may hire a mariachi band
C.  Divorce is common
D.  Teen pregnancy is rare
36)  A Quinceañera is:
A.  15 years after a person has died
B.  A girl’s 15 birthday, which marks her transition to a woman
C.  A boy’s 13th birthday, which marks his transition to a man
D.  A celebration just before marriage for both boys and girls
37)  The most popular sport in Mexico is _________________.  The second most popular is __________________ but ________________ is also very popular.
A.  Soccer;  Bullfighting; Wrestling
B.  Baseball;  Soccer; Bullfighting
C.  Soccer; Baseball; Bullfighting
D.  Baseball; Bullfighting; Baseball
38)  People in Mexico will often meet in the ________________ or town square.
A.  Loco
B.  Zocalo
C.  Bocazas
D.  Pedorro
39)  A mariachi band will typically consist of (choose all that apply):
A. A Singer
B. A Violin
C. A Guitar
D. A Trumpet
40)  Columbus day is celebrated in both Mexico and the U.S. but in Mexico it is called __________________ and celebrates the indigenous groups of Mexico.
A.  Carnival
B. Constitution Day
C. Columbus day as well
D. Dia de la Raza
41)  Dia de los Muertes is celebrated _________________ and typically involves ______________________.
A.  In November; celebrating the deceased with shrines
B.  In October; commemorating the living
C.  In December; The coming of Jesus Christ
D.  In September; Dancing 
42)  How many states are in Mexico?
A. 15
B. 31
C. 50
D. None of the above; Mexico does not have states
43)  What is the main role of the Federal Mexican government?
A. Education
B.  Security
C.  Controlling National Industries (ex. the oil industry)
D.  All of the above are roles of the Mexican government
44) What percentage of the Mexican population live in poverty?
A. 20%
B. 40%
C. 60%
D. 80%
45)  Which of the following is true of the Mexican educational system?
A. The adult literacy rate is 45%
B.  College is free as long as you pass the entrance exam
C.  Education is mandatory only through 5th grade
D.  Education is not free
