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MAJOR USE OF LAND

Because they generally have the best weather and soil,
the middle latitudes of the North Temperate Zone have pro-
duced the world’s largest and most advanced societies.

Nomadic herding is practiced in the deserts and
semi-deserts of Africa and Asia; tribes are always moving,
looking for new sources of grass.

Hunting and gathering is the way of life for Eskimos in the
Arctic and the Bushmen in southern Africa’s Kalahari Desert.
Like nomads, hunter-gatherers are declining in number.

Forestry (managing and replenishing timber) has
become standard practice in regions of the Temperate
Zones, but not in the tropics, where slow-growing hardwood
forests are rapidly being destroyed.

Shifting cultivation (“slash-and-burn”) is an ancient agri-
cultural practice. Tropical trees and plants are hacked down,
allowed to dry, and then burned to the ground, creating
farmland that is barely fertile—good for 2 or 3 years, at
the most.

Subsistence agriculture methods just about meet the
needs of farmers who must use extensive human labor and
very simple equipment to raise crops and cattle.

Plantations are large tropical land holdings that special-
ize in growing and partially processing a single cash crop,
such as coffee, bananas, sugar, tea, cacao, spices, or
tobacco. With the use of slave labor, early plantations made
great fortunes for their colonial owners.

Rice paddies in the fields and hillside terraces of South-
east Asia are flooded by monsoon rains and irrigation net-
works for growing the region’s food staple. This ancient,

highly labor-intensive form of farming is practiced where
land is scarce and maximum productivity is needed.

A large investment is made in required resources: labor,
fertilizer, machinery, and water.

Mixed crop and animal agriculture carries the least risk; it
does not depend on the success of a single crop but instead
relies on a wide variety for both human and animal consump-
tion. North American and European growers use their land
“intensively”; Asian and Latin American farmers work their
land “extensively” (less input of resources and lower
productivity).

Mediterranean farming specializes in drought-tolerant
vines and trees (grapes, olives, and figs) that survive long,
dry summers; and in grain crops that grow during mild, wet
winters. Livestock is raised, and with the use of irrigation,
citrus trees are grown.

Specialized farming, also called “truck farming,” is a
highly intensive method, used mostly in temperate regions,
that produces large amounts of fruit and vegetables for adja-
cent urban areas.

Dairying in many areas takes place in highly automated
“milk factories.” In nations far from export markets, liquid milk
is converted to processed milk, butter, or cheese.

Livestock ranching relies on plentiful land so that herds
are able to find enough food even where grass is sparse.

Commercial grain production is the most mechanized
form of food production; giant farms are owned by absentee
corporations whose employees are generally present only
during the planting and harvesting seasons.




