AP Human Geography




Name: _____________________ Period: _____

Ch. 8.1 Review Questions 
	1.
	Explain the difference between a nation and a state.
T or F    The number of independent (sovereign) states throughout the world have increased   

              the last 50 years.

What is the largest landmass on earth that is not part of a sovereign state?

According to the treaty signed in 1959 & 1991, what may the lands of Antarctica be used for?



	2.
	Why is the Korean nation divided into 2 political states?
Explain why Taiwan is seen by some as an independent state and not part of the People’s Republic of China.
The United Nations is using its troops to support a cease-fire between a group calling itself the Polisario Front and Morocco.  Over what territory are these Africans fighting? 

Morocco also has two coastal cities that are controlled by Spain.  Name these two Spanish cities located within the border of Morocco.



	3.
	List the 6 largest states in terms of land area:
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

What name is given to countries that are among the smallest states in the world?


	4.
	The idea of organizing territory into states and empires first occurred in what area of the ancient Middle East?
What name was given to the first states that appeared between the Tigris & Euphrates Rivers?

Political unity in the ancient world reached its height under what empire?  What territories did this empire control by the beginning of the 2nd century AD?


	5.
	European states came to control much of the world through colonialism.  What were the 3 basic reasons that Europeans sought colonies?
What did the British mean by saying that “the sun never set” on their empire?


Ch. 8.2 Q&A 







	1.
	Define the term boundary:
Why do boundaries sometimes generate conflict between neighbors?



	2.
	Draw & label the 5 basic shapes that state boundaries form and give at least 1 example of each.

List any problems and/or benefits a country might encounter due to its geographic shape.



	3.
	What special problems are associated with countries that are landlocked?



	4.
	How does a frontier differ from a state boundary?



	5.
	List the three types of physical boundaries

Why have these types of boundaries been used throughout recorded history?

What benefits and/or problems might occur when water boundaries divide states?



	6.
	Name and describe the 3 types of cultural boundaries.

Until recently, what divided the island of Cyprus?



	7.
	What is the difference between a unitary and federal state?

What are the benefits of each type of government?



	8.
	Why have both the France and Poland switched from unitary forms of government to federal systems of government?



	9.
	Explain what gerrymandering is and why political parties would use it.




