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Ch. 10.4 Review Questions 
	I.  Issues for Commercial Farmers (pp. 356-358)

	1.
	What two economic factors influence what type of crop(s) a commercial farmer may choose to grow?
     a)

     b)

	2.
	According to von Thunen’s theory, what 3 costs must be considered if a farmer is to make money on his crop?


	3.
	On a separate sheet of paper, copy the concentric ring pattern of the Von Thunen model found on the top of page 357 in the text.  Be sure to draw, label, and color each ring of the diagram.  Under the diagram, write short paragraph summarizing what this basic economic model illustrates.

	4.
	How has the United States government responded to low farm prices due to overproduction?


	5.
	How does sustainable agriculture differ from traditional commercial agriculture?




	II.  Issues for Subsistence Farmers (pp. 358-359)

	6.
	According to Boserup, what are two ways that subsistence farmers can increase their crop production?


	7.
	One of the main ways that LCDs can modernize and expand agricultural production is to sell crops that MDCs want.  What types of crops are people in MDCs willing to pay extra for?



	III.  Strategies to Increase Food Supply (pp. 359-364)

	8.
	Explain how either too much or not enough water can limit available arable (farmable) land.


	9.
	What is the main reason there are reductions of agricultural land in populated areas of the United States?

	10.
	How did the “Green Revolution” help increase food supplies in the 1970s & 1980s? 


	11.
	List 3 “new” food sources may help alleviate food shortages in the future.

a)

b)

c)

	12.
	What are the pros and cons of using genetically modified crops to help Africa with its food supply crisis?
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Ch. 10.3 Review Questions 

	I.  Mixed Crop and Livestock Farming (pp. 347-348)

	1.
	What is the most common type of commercial agriculture practiced in the eastern half of the U.S.?


	2.
	Crop rotation is frequently practiced with this type of agriculture.  Why?

Explain how the four-field system works.



	3.
	What are the two most important crops grown by mixed crop & livestock farmers?
Both crops are used primarily for what purpose by these farmers?


	II.  Dairy Farming (pp. 348-350)

	4.
	Why are many dairy farms located in close proximity to urban areas (cities)?
What name is given to this “ring” surrounding a city from which fresh milk is produced?

If a dairy farm is located too far away from a major population center, what is the milk processed into?




	III.  Grain Farming (pp. 350-351)

	5.
	The U.S. is the largest producer of commercial grain.  According to the map on page 351, what other countries are leading producers of grain?
How does grain farming differ from mixed crop and livestock farming?


	6.
	Where is the winter wheat belt in N. America?  When is this type of wheat planted/harvested?
Where is the spring wheat belt in N. America?  When is this type of wheat planted/harvested?




	IV.  Livestock Ranching (pp. 351-354)

	7.
	As a result of the range wars, cattle ranches were established in what areas of the western U.S.?
How has cattle ranching changed from the early days when cattle were allowed to roam the “open range” and eventually driven northward to rail lines connected with large U.S. cities?

Why has ranching in the United States, Argentine, and Australia been declining in recent years?




	V.  Mediterranean Agriculture (pp. 354-355)

	8.
	What factors influence where Mediterranean agriculture can be practiced?
What areas outside of the Mediterranean region itself does this type of farming take place?

What types of crops are associated with Mediterranean agriculture?




	VI.  Commercial Gardening & Fruit Farming (p. 355)

	9.
	Where is this type of farming practiced in the United States?
By what other name is this type of farming commonly referred to?


	VII.  Plantation Farming (p. 355)

	10.
	Where is plantation farming practiced today?   Who normally owns these plantations?  


