Regions: Areas of Unique Characteristics
Chapter 1.2B (pp. 20 - 30)

	1.
	What three types of features are included in the cultural landscape which unifies a region?
a)

b)

c)



	2.
	In defining what a cultural landscape is, geographer Carl Saur said, “Culture is the agent, the natural area the medium, the cultural landscape is the result.”  Explain in your own words what he meant. 


	3.
	Below is a list of three major types of regions.   Write the definition of each region AND give at least two examples of that type of region in the real world.

	
	FORMAL REGION

	FUNCTIONAL REGION
	VERNACULAR REGION

	
	

	4.
	Use the maps on the top of page 24 to answer the following questions.

a) In what region(s) of the United States do the largest numbers of deaths due to cancer occur?                                         
Why do you think cancer deaths are higher in these areas and not in western states? 

b) What areas in Maryland have the largest number of cancer deaths?  

c) The largest scale map of Baltimore also illustrates where high levels of cancer deaths have

occurred.  What other type of information would a geographer need to know in order to determine why cancer rates are higher in some areas and lower in others?  



	5.
	The word culture has many different meanings.  Give examples of what geographers mean when they refer to a people’s culture.


	6.  
	Explain the differences between cultural ecology, environmental determinism, and possibilism.


	7.  
	What are the 5 major climate regions within the Köppen system?

Into what climate region is Florida classified according to the map on page 27?     

What other areas of the world have the same climate as Florida?



	8.  
	Explain where the largest areas of the following four major plant communities or biomes are found:
A) Forests:

B) Savannas:

C) Grasslands:

D) Deserts:



	9.
	Soils are important in our ability to grow enough food for the world’s people.  Explain the cause and solution(s) to the following problems associated with soil destruction.

	
	EROSION
Cause(s):
Solution(s):


	DEPLETION OF NUTRIENTS
Cause(s):

Solution(s):

	
	

	10.
	The United States Geological Survey (USGS) produces topographic maps that show details of the earth’s surface features.  What symbol is used to show elevation on these maps?


	11.
	Explain how the Dutch have modified their environment.  
Does this have a positive or negative impact on their economy?  on the environment? Explain.

What might happen in the Netherlands if sea-levels rise because of global warming?



	12.
	Why did the US Army Corp of Engineers drain the northern 1/3rd of the Everglades in the late 1940s?  What was a negative consequence of this action?

A canal was built in 1961 to help reduce flooding is areas just north of Lake Okeechobee.  What negative impact did this action have on this part of Florida?



