IB- Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Teacher: Mr. Wetter

Email: jfwetter@volusia.k12.fl.us  or justinover@gmail.com
Website: feedyourbrains.com

Description of Course:  
This course explores the relationships among the various disciplines and ensures that students engage in critical reflection and analysis of the knowledge acquired within and beyond the classrooms.  Bonus points may be awarded by IB examiners for the combined performance of the extended essay and performance in Theory of Knowledge.
Course Purpose:  
To provide a broad introductory overview of the various types of human knowledge, the means by which that knowledge is acquired and communicated, and its reliability and limitations.

Reading Focus:  
Students are required to read literature, articles, etc… concerning knowledge in the world today – existing knowledge, changing knowledge, various types of knowledge.  Those articles are analyzed and discussed at length.
Class Rules:


-    Respect for people’s physical and intellectual property is required.  Many different viewpoints and opinions will be expressed in this class.  Unless all can expect their knowledge and beliefs to be respected, the free expression and dialogue this class requires will not be able to flourish.  This will affect all in our pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated.

-    Turn off and put away cell phones, i-devices, kindles, and other electronic devices unless directed to.
-    Follow directions

-    Be on time

-    Use proper language & manners

-    Keep the room clean 

CONSEQUENCES:                                 

-    Warning

-     Student/teacher conference

-     Parent/teacher contact and/or conference

-     Teacher detention

-     Office referral
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The course is centered on student reflection and questioning, the diagram places the knower(s), as individuals and as groups, at the center.

Surrounding the knower(s), four ways of knowing are identified, which permeate an exploration and interpretation of the world:  the receipt of stimuli through sense perception, affected, perhaps, by an emotional and spiritual dimension labeled as emotion, formulated and expressed through language, and shaped by attempts, through reason, to seek order and clarity.
What is Theory of Knowledge?

- It is a course that examines the origins and validity of the various forms of knowledge, or ways of knowing.

- The process of the course is critical reflection on what you claim to know and what is professed as knowledge by others

- The focus of the course is on inquiry.  The spirit of inquiry is meant to carry over into more appreciative ways of looking at other subjects.  TOK intends to give the student a person perspective on the discovery and creation of knowledge.

IB Official TOK Aims:

- Develop a fascination with the richness of knowledge as a human endeavor, and an understanding of the empowerment that follows from reflecting upon it.
-  Develop an awareness of how knowledge is constructed, critically examined, evaluated and renewed, by communities and individuals

- Encourage students to reflect on their experiences as learners, in everyday life and the IB program, and to make connections between academic disciplines and between thoughts, feelings, and actions.

- Encourage a diversity of ways of thinking and ways of living of individuals and communities, and an awareness of personal and theological assumptions, including participants’ own.
- Encourage consideration of the responsibilities originating from the relationship between knowledge, the community and the individual as a citizen of the world.

IB Official TOK Objectives:  

Students should be able to:


-  Analyze critically knowledge claims, their underlying assumptions and their implications

-  Generate questions, explanations, conjectures, hypotheses, alternative ideas and possible solutions in response to knowledge issues concerning areas of knowledge, ways of knowing and students’ own experience as learners


-  Demonstrate an understanding of different perspectives on knowledge issues

-  Draw links and make effective comparisons between different approaches to knowledge    issues that derive from areas of knowledge, ways of knowing, theoretical positions and cultural values


-  Demonstrate an ability to give a personal, self-aware response to a knowledge issue


-  Formulate and communicate ideas clearly with due regard for accuracy and academic honesty

Grading Policy:  

100 possible points (per quarter):

- 20 Formative Points (or %) for daily activities (1/2 point per day)


- 20 Formative Points and 20 Summative Points (or %) for in class journal assignments


- 40 Summative Points (or %) including 20 points for presentations; 20 points for in class activities and short presentations (misc.)
Teacher’s Authority to Override Final Grade: A teacher may override the final grade if a student’s overall performance warrants it. Before the grade override is finalized, the teacher must notify the parent/guardian concerning the student’s performance if the override may result in a lower final grade. The teacher may issue a failing grade override based on the student’s overall performance only with the approval of the principal.

- This refers to the final grade of the grading period, or the final grade for the course.
Formative Daily Activities and Attendance:

The Daily Activities grade will be earned for each day in the quarter based on active involvement and constructive participation in what is occurring in the classroom.  This involves having a TOK notebook and paper for journals as well as participating in readings, discussions, journal writing, videos, etc…  The LOSS of a Daily Activity ½ point will result from: sleeping, doing work for another class, lack of respect for other’s viewpoints, non-constructive participation, use or checking of cell phone or text messaging, or other disregard for rules.  Additionally, it is important that the student attends class.  There will be a three absence grace period per nine-weeks.  Individual absences following that will lower the student’s nine weeks Daily Activities grade by a point per day.  Make up work will be done in the form of a 250- word paper per day relating to the work or topic missed.  Extended absences due to illness, science fair, field trip, etc… will be dealt with on an individual basis.  It is the student’s responsibility for initiating the make-up process.
Journals:

Journal writing is very important for the students to communicate their thoughts and ideas with the teacher.  Journal writing will prepare the student for the External Assessment (essay).  The student’s input should be original, reflective, critical, and most of all, the thoughts of the knower (see learner profile).  Points will be earned in part for the work’s quality in relating to TOK (ways of knowing and areas of knowledge).


- 5-10 points available for each journal response.


- Journals turned in late will lose 20% of value per day. 

Presentations:

Each student, during the nine-week, will be required to do at least one presentation to the class, in preparation for the Internal Assessment (Oral Presentation).  This will typically be on a topic provided by the teacher.  Grading for this will be done using the 20 Point rubric for the Internal Assessment.  The student’s input should be original, reflective, critical, and most of all, the thoughts of the knower.

* All due dates for External and Internal Assessment will not be negotiable.  IB sets those dates as deadlines.

Viewing of PG-13 Movie Release

Often appropriate PG-13 movies or sections of PG-13 movies can be utilized effectively to enrich classroom instruction and accomplish identified objectives.  If you give permission for your child to view such materials, you do not have to do anything.  (NOTE: NO “R” rated movies will ever be shown per Volusia County School Board Policy).  If you do NOT wish to grant permission for your child to view any PG-13 movies identified by the teacher as effective in teaching the curriculum, please contact me via email at jfwetter@volusia.k12.fl.us or send in a note with your student.

The diploma points matrix
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F* From 2010 onwards 28 points overall will be required to be eligible for the diploma if a student attains an ‘E’ grade in either the extended essay or theory of knowledge.

As previously, a grade ‘A’ in one of the requirements earns an extra point even if the other is a grade ‘E’.

Attaining a grade ‘E’ in both the extended essay and theory of knowledge continues to represent an automatic failure.
The IB  Learner Profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers - They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy

learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable - They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding

across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers - They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively

to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical

decisions.

Communicators - They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They

work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled - They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take

responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany

them.

Open-minded - They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points

of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring - They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive

difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers - They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and

forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas

and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced - They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective - They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to

support their learning and personal development.
