Unit 1: The Nature of Geography


Reading Assignment(s)
· Rubenstein, Chapter 1: “Thinking Geographically”

· de Blij, Chapter 1: “Why Geography Matters”

· de Blij, Chapter 2: “Reading Maps and Facing Threats”

Terms & Concepts
	· Agricultural density
	· Global Positioning System
	· Principal meridian

	· Arithmetic density
	· Globalization
	· Projection

	· Base line
	· Greenwich Mean Time
	· Region

	· Cartography
	· Hearth
	· Regional studies

	· Concentration
	· Hierarchical diffusion
	· Relocation diffusion

	· Connections
	· International Date Line
	· Remote sensing

	· Contagious diffusion
	· Land Ordinance of 1785
	· Resource

	· Cultural ecology
	· Latitude
	· Scale

	· Cultural landscape
	· Location
	· Section

	· Culture
	· Longitude
	· Site

	· Density
	· Map
	· Situation

	· Diffusion
	· Mental Map
	· Space

	· Distance decay
	· Meridian
	· Space-time compression

	· Distribution
	· Parallel
	· Stimulus diffusion

	· Environmental determinism
	· Pattern
	· Toponym

	· Expansion diffusion
	· Physiological Density
	· Township

	· Formal Region
	· Place
	· Transnational corporation

	· Functional Region
	· Polder
	· Uneven development

	· Geographic Information Systems
	· Possibilism
	· Vernacular region

	· 
	· Prime meridian
	


Free – Response Question
The notion of time-space compression has had dramatic impacts on how geographers think of distance.

(a)  Define time-space compression, and give examples of this process is at work in the world today.

(b)  Describe the effects of this convergence on the level of connectivity between places.  Does the process 

       
       connect all areas of the globe?

(c) Discuss Tobler's first law of geography (below) as it relates to the notion of time-space compression.     

Does this law still apply and/or will it apply in the future? 

Tobler's first law of geography - "Everything is related to everything else, but near things are more  

                                                         related than distant things."  
