What Geography Matters – Harm de Blij
Chapter 7 - Red Star Rising: China’s Geopolitical Gauntlet

	The Modern Map of the Chinese Empire (pp.138 – 144)

	1.
	What does de Blij mean when he says, “…changes have been made to facilitate the wedding of communist policies to capitalist economics”? (see page 141 and following)


	 2.
	China is politically divided into four major parts.  At the top layer are four large municipalities (shis) controlled by the central government.  Name these 4 municipalities and give a brief description of them.


	3.
	Why are the sizes of China’s 22 provinces similar to that of the United States…they are smaller in the east and much larger in the west?
Which four provinces are located in the fastest growing industrial region in the world?

Using the map on the bottom of page 139, describe where these provinces are located.



	4.
	What are Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and why are transnational corporations from MDCs willing to invest and move manufacturing plants here?
How successful were the Chinese at luring foreign investment and businesses to their country?  Explain.


	5.
	Why is the Northeastern region of China described as a “rustbelt” – even though it contains large amounts of natural resources?


	6.
	The 3rd type of administrative level within China is called a Special Administrative Region (SAR).  Why were these established and how do they differ from SEZs?
Using the map on page 139, explain where most the SARs within China are located.


	7.
	The last administrative districts are called simply Autonomous Regions (AUs).  Why were these districts created?
Where would you find most AUs within China?


