The movie “Contagion” contains a scenario that is more fact than fiction.  The MEV-1 virus is based upon the Nipah virus, which emerged in 1999.  The virus naturally hosts within fruit bats and can then be carried to pigs who, in turn, infect humans.  Signs of the disorder include respiratory failure, harsh coughing that is not productive, labored breathing, muscle tremors and twitching, increased salivation with blood tinged discharge from the nose and mouth, spasms and seizures, and headaches.  It started in Malaysia and the furthest it spread was to Singapore.  Transmission of the disease occurs from bat to pig to human through contact and currently it is not widespread after the slaughtering of the infected pig population.  Humans cannot get it directly from the bats or other humans.  Of the 257 people infected with the disease in 1999, 40% died.  Often times it's not just the sickness — fear spreads as fast as the virus itself and can cause additional problems.  To get the science right, director Steven Soderbergh and his team took technical advice from an array of infectious disease experts, including Columbia University virus hunter Ian Lipkin, who designed the template for the microbe featured in the film. (Notably, the bug doesn't do anything as cinematic as cause its victims to explode in blood, Ebola-style — it just gives them a nasty cough and a fever, and then they die.) Kate Winslet and Jennifer Ehle, who play CDC scientists, learned how to grow bacterial cultures and take genetic samples. Lipkin even coached star Gwyneth Paltrow how to better portray a seizure; the results can be seen in Paltrow's pale and terror-stricken face just before the virus apparently turns her brain into so much GOOP.

But what really sets Contagion apart as a disease film isn't just the high-tech labs and the CDC-speak; it's also the depiction of swift, brutal societal breakdown after a killer suddenly appears in our midst. Unlike a natural disaster or a terrorist attack, infectious disease doesn't bring us together — it could well tear us apart, because coming together is exactly what would spread the disease. Would nurses and doctors stay on the job, knowing their patients could make them sick? If the number of ill people became overwhelming, would some simply be left to die as limited medical resources were husbanded? How would the government decide who gets treatments and vaccines first — and who would be last in line? 

Write a five paragraph essay on how the movie and situation that it portrays relates to the themes and topics we talked about throughout the course.  You might want to describe the movie within your essay, or create a scenario similar in nature.  You might want to describe the antecedent events in society that led to the outcome or situations we see or you might want to discuss how the world would be affected in the aftermath or how normal everyday society would change because of the situation.  Maybe you want to discuss how seemingly unrelated events, like deforestation, might lead to this situation in the future.  Maybe you want to discuss the human-environment interaction aspects of the situation.  For example, is it us increasing contact with the animals, with us invading their environment or is it because we are destroying their homes they are forced into our areas.  Some of the topics and terms you might want to cover and or utilize to describe include but should not be limited to: The epidemiological transition model, Crude death rates, natural increase rates, migration, push/pull factors, Intervening obstacles, Contagious diffusion, Hierarchical diffusion, Space-time compression, Relocation diffusion, hearth, Friction of distance, Ghetto, Boundary, Compact states, Elongated state, Federal state, Fragmented state, landlocked state, microstate, perforated state, prorupted state, MDCs, LDCs, Human Development Index, literacy rate, site, situation, new international division of labor, personal services, clustered rural settlements, CBD, Business services, Basic industries, dispersed rural settlements, gravity model, hinterland, nonbasic industries, primate cities, range, retail services, transportation and information services, threshold, urbanization, sprawl, edge city, concentric zone model, multiple nuclei model.
