Chapter 5.1 Q&A (pp. 147-156)

	1.
	Experts estimate that approximately how many different languages are spoken in the world today?
What are the 10 MOST spoken languages?



	2.
	Languages that have a literary tradition are easier to trace than languages that do not have a literary tradition.  What does it mean if a language has a “literary tradition”?


	3.
	Why is English the official language in so many countries throughout the world?


	4.
	English evolved from the languages of what 3 Germanic tribes.  Use the map on page 151 in your text to:   A) name each tribe     B) tell where its people emigrated from      C) explain where their people immigrated to in Britain. 


	5.
	In 1066, William of Normandy invaded Britain to become king.  He brought with him Norman culture which included the French language.  List at least 3 fancy or eloquent words that became part of the English language as a result of this French influence.


	6.  
	What is a dialect of a language?
List three ways that British English differs from North American English.

a)

b)

c)


	7.  
	What usually causes differences (dialects) within the same language?


	8.  
	Name the 3 areas where the 1st migrant to the United States settled AND the source region where they came from.
Why did the dialect spoken by the people from the Middle Atlantic colonies differ from the people in New England and the Southeast?



	9.
	According to Kurth, how many major dialects are spoken along the eastern coast of the U.S.?



Chapter 5.2 Q&A (pp. 156-165)

	10.
	What is the difference between a language FAMILY and a language BRANCH?



	11.
	Use arrows to draw a flowchart illustrating how English is related to a specific language family, branch, and group.



	12.
	Which is the largest branch within the Indo-European language family?

What are the two main groups within the Indo-Iran language branch?
Where do the largest number of people live that speak the following languages?

	
	A)
	Hindi –

	
	B)
	Urdu -

	
	C)
	Bangali -

	
	D)
	Farsi (Persian) -

	
	E)
	Kurdish – 



	13.
	Why did Russian become the largest spoken language within the Balto-Slavic language branch?
Has language unified or divided the different ethnic groups within Eastern Europe?  Explain.



	14.
	Latin is the basis for what branch of Indo-European languages?
Name the four most commonly spoken Romance languages.

	
	1)
	

	
	2)
	

	
	3)
	

	
	4)
	

	
	Where are the following languages spoken within the Western Hemisphere?

	
	A)
	Spanish -

	
	B)
	Portuguese - 

	
	C)
	French -

	15.
	Explain what a creolized language is AND give at least 3 examples.


	16.
	Name the two theories that try to explain where Indo-European languages 1st appeared.
How do the two theories differ?


Chapter 5.3 Q&A (pp. 165-171)

	1.
	Over 70% of all people speak languages from what two language families?

Name the world region where each of the following language families are spoken:

	
	· 
	Afro-Asiatic:

	
	· 
	Austronesian:

	
	· 
	Niger-Congo:

	
	· 
	Dravidian:



	
	What do the trunk, branches, and leaves in figure 5-12 (pages 166-167) represent?



	2.
	Why is language (both spoken and written) a unifying factor for the People’s Republic of China?

How does Chinese writing differ from most traditional writing forms?



	3.
	Why is Arabic the most frequently spoken Afro-Asiatic language?



	4.
	Since the fall of the Soviet Union, languages from the Altaic family have become “official” in what countries?

How do the languages spoken in Hungary, Finland and Estonia differ from languages spoken in all other countries of Europe?



	5.
	How many languages have been identified in Africa?

What is the historic reason why there are this many languages on the African continent?

Why do most linguists (people who study languages) think that many African languages will disappear within the next century?

Is the diversity of language a unifying or dividing factor for most of Africa?  Explain.




Chapter 5.4 Q&A (pp. 171-181)

	6.
	Gothic is a language considered extinct because it is no longer spoken or read in everyday activities by anyone in the world.  From what language family did the Gothic language belong?
What contributed to the extinction of the Gothic language?

As a result of globalization, what will probably happen to as many as several thousand less spoken languages over the next 100 years?



	7.
	Hebrew is a previously extinct language that has been “revived” to become one of the two official languages of what country?

In what regions of Europe are other people trying to preserve Celtic languages?



	8.
	Use this outline map to illustrate where the Flemings and Walloons live.  Include what language each group speaks.
BELGIUM
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	Use this outline map to illustrate where the 4 official languages of the country are spoken.
SWITZERLAND
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	9.
	Isolated languages are unrelated to any language family.  Explain why Basque and Icelandic are two languages that are not part of any other language family.



	10.
	Name an example of a “lingua franca” other than English and where it is spoken today.



	11.
	How are Franglais and Spanglish similar?


